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Priority date (day/month/year) 
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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including this cover sheet 



I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
— been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 
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1. This report 
under Article 



has been drawn on the basis of (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments.): 



the international application as originally filed. 
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the description, pages 
pages 



the claims, 



pages 

Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



□ 



the drawings, sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 
sheets /fig 

iiluuxtc/fi CJ 



, as originally filed, 

, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed, 

, as amended under Article 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
j j the description, pages 

j j the claims, Nos. 

j j the drawings, sheets/fig 



^ I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
* ' ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 
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V. Resoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims 1-21 YES 

Claims NO 



Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-21 YES 

Claims NO 



Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-21 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

The claimed invention relates "bo methods and apparatuses for 
providing synchronisation in communication networks wherein 
data are transferred on bit-streams that are divided into 
recurrent frames . One purpose of the invention is to provide 
simple scheme for network synchronisation , which allows 
greater freedom as to the construction, build up and 
configuration of the network , as well as to network management 
during link failures, re-establishment of link 

synchronisation, and the like. This is achieved by the 
features stated in the characterising part of claims 1, 8 and 
14, 18 respectively. J 

None of the documents cited in the International Seajrch Report 
or any combination of them can be considered to disclose the 
invention as claimed in the claims 1, 8 and 14, 18. The cited 
documents describe only the general state of the art, which is 
not considered to be of particular relevance for the 
invention. Therefore, the methods and the apparatuses 
according to claims 1, 8 and 14, 18 fulfil the requirements of 
novelty and inventive step according to Article 33(2, 3). 

Dependent claims 2 - 7, 9 - 13, 15 - 17, and 19 - 21 disclose 
further features of the invention according to claims 1 , 8 and 
14, 18 and fulfil the requirements of novelty and inventive 
step according to PCT Article 33(2,3) . 

Claims 1 - 21 also fulfil the requirement of industrial 
applicability according to PCT Article 33(4) . 
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